When completing your proposal in Section 6 of the application form please ensure that you do the following.

1. Give the title of your proposed research.

2. Justify why it is worth researching this area as a research degree topic - in other words justify its academic, commercial and/or industrial importance. It would be good to explain how your proposed topic goes further than previous research in the overall area.

3. Provide a list of the aims and objectives of the proposed research.

4. Explain the key academic ideas (theories and concepts) within the area of your proposed topic. Provide supporting references and explain how your research relates to these ideas.

5. Outline the general research approach and specific research methods that you are intending to use.

6. Explain why you are intending to use such an approach and set of research methods.

7. Outline the setting or context in which you intend to base your proposed research.

8. Explain why you are using the setting or context.

9. Detail how you will gain access to the data.

10. How do you intend to interpret or analyse data, once collected?

11. Provide a tentative timeline for undertaking the proposed research.

12. Provide a full Bibliography of your references.

The clearer you are in your explanation of what you intend to do, the easier it is for us to assess whether your proposed topic fits into any of our research areas and, perhaps more importantly, whether it is a suitable for study at the doctoral level.

Please note that we will not consider proposals, which do not use this format.
